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THE BUTLEES OF DUISKE ABBEY. 

BY THE REV. JAMES HUGHES. 

The Abbey and lands of Duiske 1 were in the possession of 
the Butlers from 1541 to 1691, when the third Viscount 
Galmoy, the last Butler who held them, was outlawed. By 
an Act, 28 Hen. VIII., passed in the Parliament held be- 
fore Leonard Lord Grey, Deputy to Henry Duke of Rich- 
mond, Lieutenant of Ireland, the house was granted to the 
king. The abbey being on the then English border, and 
near the Irish enemy, it was deemed advisable to bestow it 
on an Englishman, or on one of English race who was de- 
voted to the Crown. This was the advice given to the 
king by Patrick Finglas, one of the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer in Ireland. In " the Decay of Ireland," written by 
him, and presented to the King, he says : — 

" There are many Abbeys near the said Borders -where the rebels 
dwell, which are a greater succour to the rebels than to the King's sub- 
jects, and should be suppressed. If they were inhabited by English Lords 
and gentlemen, it would greatly further the conquest of Connaught It 
might please the King to give to divers individuals the following places : — 
the Abbeys of Donbreythe (Dunbrody), and Tynterne in "Wexford ; Duiske, 2 
in Carlowe ; and Baltinglass, in Kildare ; old Boss, with the fassaghe of 
Bentry, &c. All these Abbeys are round about the rebels, and for the most 
part are possessed by Englishmen." 

The Abbey of Duiske, though an English foundation, 
had then lost much of its English character. It was at 
this time governed by Charles Kavanagh, one of the family 
of the Mac Murroughs. When the King dissolved the 
House, he followed the advice of Finglas, and bestowed the 
abbey and lands on one of the great Anglo-Irish Lords who 
were devoted to the English interest. The Abbot, with the 
consent of the convent, surrendered in 1541 the house and 
lands to the king in the presence of Saint Leger and Caven- 
dysshe. In this same year the king gave a lease for 
twenty-one years of the abbey and lands, which belonged 

1 It was called Duiske because it was foundation at Killeany, but it shortly be- 

built on the confluence of the stream came their principal house and residence. 

Duiske (Black-water) and the river Bar- * The boundaries of the different shires 

row. The present name is Graiguenaman- or counties were not then so accurately 

na, the meaning of which, according to denned as at a later period ; hence the 

O'Donovan.is " the grange of the monks." mistake of the writer who puts Duiske in 

This place was the grange to their first Carlow, and Baltinglass, in Kildare. 
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to the Crown, to James ninth Earl of Ormonde. The re- 
maining part of the abbey lands were held by the same 
nobleman who leased' them in the year 1535 from Abbot 
Kavanagh, his kinsman. 2 Lord Ormonde was then the first 
lay possessor of Duiske, and of the house subject to it. 

All these lands, with those of many other religious 
houses, were freely given him by the Crown in considera- 
tion of his great services to the State, and he was better 
qualified than most others to turn them to good account. 
As they lay convenient to his territory of Ormonde, he 
could easily provide them with tenantry if necessary, and 
his power was so much feared, and the influence of his 
name and character was so wide-spread, that the lands were, 
in a great degree, secured against hostile incursions. The 
Irish who lived on the other side of the Barrow were the 
Kavanaghs, who were Lord Ormonde's relations, and who 
were therefore less disposed than they otherwise would 
be to disturb or plunder his territory. On the only one 
occasion, in which some difference arose between them, 
Lord Ormonde did not appear disposed to abate any of his 
rights on the borders. 

This ninth Earl of Ormonde was one of the most re- 
markable men in Ireland during the reign of Henry VIII. 
Strenuously devoted to the King, 3 he endeavoured with both 
parties, English and Irish, to advance the royal interest. 
His alliances with the Irish, 4 his ability and success in war, 5 
and his knowledge of the country and people gave him 
great influence with the Crown. Hence he was entrusted 
with the highest offices in the kingdom. He was made 
Admiral and Lord Treasurer, and in the year 1536, was 
advanced to the dignity of Viscount Thurles. It was not 
then wonderful that, when the Crown had much to bestow, 
he received various castles and grants of manors and lands 



1 About this period, 1535, the heads of * He was married to Joan Fitzgerald, 
the religious houses gave long leases in heir general of Desmond, and his sister 
expectation of the impending dissolution. was married to Donat O'Brien, heir of 

2 His father's mother was Sawe Kava- Thomond. 

nagh, daughter of the chief of the Mac 5 He was the great means of reducing 
Murroughs. O'Connor of Offaley. He fought against 
s The ting, at the instance of Surrey, " Silken Thomas" in the Geraldine rebel- 
wished him to marry Mary Boleyn, the lion, and his expedition into Munster with 
daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn, but Lord the Lord Deputy Grey was a great suc- 
Butler refused to accede to his wishes. cesp. 

3rd see., vol. i. K 
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in the counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, Wexford, Waterford, 
Meath, and Dublin, and also obtained for his great services 
and political devotion large grants or leases of the lands 
of the dissolved monasteries, amongst which was Duiske. 

Lord Ormonde's power and influence in the kingdom 
became in the end so great that he excited the jealousy 
and hostility of the Deputy Saint Leger, and their disputes 
and recriminations continuing, to the disadvantage of the 
public interests, they were both summoned to London to 
the presence of the King. It was during his stay here that 
Ormonde met his untimely fate, having been poisoned at a 
banquet given at Ely House, in the year 1546. 

By his will, the details of which are given in Morrin's 
" Calendar" of the Patent Rolls of Ireland, vol. i., p. 133, he 
gave to his son and heir, Thomas, " the principals of all his 
goods and cattails," like as he had of the lord his father. 
To each of his other sons, of whom there were six, 1 namely, 
Sir Edmond, of the Dullough ; 2 John, of Kilcash ; Wal- 
ter, James, Edward, and Piers, he bequeathed lands to the 
amount of £400 yearly. Duiske Abbey and the house 
subject to it, with all their lands and possessions, were the 
portion of James Butler, the fifth son, as will appear from 
his petition to the Queen. He and his brothers, John and 
Walter, are the least known of the sons of the ninth Earl, 
as they died long before their brethren. The other sons, 
Thomas, tenth Earl, called " Duff," from his black com- 
plexion, Sir Edmond, Edward, and Piers, took no inconsi- 
derable part in Irish affairs during the reign of Elizabeth. 

James Butler, brother of the tenth Earl, was, then, the 
second proprietor of Duiske Abbey, and he possessed the 
abbey and lands in virtue of two leases left him by his fa- 
ther, one from the Crown for one part of the lands, and 
the other from the Abbot for the remainder. In the 
year 1559, as appears from Hamilton's " Calendar" of the 
Irish State Papers (there is no date given in the Patent 
Rolls), he petitioned the Queen for a renewal of his lease 
from the Crown, which he obtained in the third year of her 

1 See Genealogical Table. " the Bidge" on the other ; the Queen's 

2 " The Dullough" was a district of the County on the north, and Leighlinbridge 
county of Carlow lying to the west of the on the south. Clogrennan Castle in this 
riyer Barrow, which was on one side, and district was the residence of Sir Edmund. 
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Majesty's reign. The instructions which the Queen sent 
to the Deputy contained the following: — 

" James Butler, one of the brethren of the Earl of Ormond, has made 
suit for the renewing of a lease of certain possessions of the Abbey of 
Duiske, which his father held before time, the term whereof is almost 
expired, the Deputy shall make a lease thereof to him for 21 years, reserv- 
ing the rent heretofore reserved by the former lease, notwithstanding that 
in former time a larger rent was assessed by a surveyor which, by reason 
of the disquietness of the country, could never well be answered." 

In a few years after, seeing that many lords and gentle- 
men got fee-farm grants of their lands, and not wishing to 
hold his own merely by lease, he applied to the Queen for 
a grant in fee-farm of all the lands of Duiske, and of the 
subject house. This petition to the Queen, in the year 
1565, is preserved in her Majesty's State Paper Office, Lon- 
don, and as it serves to show the character of these times, 
we here subjoin an authentic copy. 

" State Papers, Ireland, Elizabeth, vol. xviii. 

" To the Queues Most Excellent Majestic 

" In most humble wise beseeheth your Majestie your faithfull and 
humble subjecte James Butler, Esquier, sonne to James Butler, late Erie 
of Ormonde and Ossery. That where it pleased yo r Majestie of yo r abun- 
dante bountifulness to graunte unto yo r saide supplyaunte by yo r Highnes 
Lres Patent, % dated at Dublin the xxvi th daye of Januarie, in the thirde 
yere of yo r Ma te reigne, suche of the possessions spuall % temporall of the 
late Monasterie or Abbay of Duiske, as yo* Majesties said supplyaunte had 
before by the demyse % lease of yo r Ma" father of most noble memorie 
Kinge Henry the Eight, made to the said late Erie of Ormonde, yo r High- 
nes said supplyants father, for terme of xxj yeres from the feast of Saint 
Michaell Tharchangell next before the date of yo r Ma' s said Lres Patent, 1 
to be complete % ended, which possessions were surveyed % extended to 
the yerelie value of xxv" Irishe, and yo r Ma' 6 said supplyante hath the 
rest of the possessions of the said late Monasterie or Abbaye of Duske 
amountinge to the yerelie value of xiiij" Irishe, by the demise of the late 
Abbott of the saide late Abbaye made to your supplyants said father longe 
tyme before the dissolucon of the said Abbye for terme of three score % 
one yeres from the nynthe daye of Februarie, in the yere of our Lorde 
God mVxxxv, to be complete and ended as by the said Lres Patente t 
the lease made by the said Abbott more plainlie maye appere. And for- 
asmuche as the said Abbye w th the possessions therof standeth upon the 
borders adjoynynge to Irish savage people, yo r Ma" said supplyante was 
dryven to bestowe all that his father lefte unto him upon the defence t 
fortefyinge of the same. Therefore, for the better enablinge of yo r Ma ,s 
said supplyante to buylde upon the p'misses % to do to yo' Highnes at all 
tymes his dutifull service to the uttermost of his power, It maye please 
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yo r Ma" of yo r most gracious disposition to stande so muche his good % 
gracious Soveraign Ladie as to graunte the p' misses w ,h the Rev'con % 
Kente of the late Monasterie or Pryorie of Pertnegeraghe in the said 
Countie of Kelkennye to the yerelie value of xij" xiij" iiij a * And the 
Revercon % Rent of the Towne or Village called Shanevanyster, in the 
said Countie of Kelkenny pcell of the possessions of the said Abhye of 
Duiske, amountinge to the yerelie value of twentie shillinge to yo r Ma" 
said supplyante, ^t his heyres, in Pee Panne. Payinge therefore yerelie in 
surveye the said Rent now reserved upon the same ; and yo r Ma" said 
supplyante, according to his bounden dutie, shall dailie prayefor yo r most 
prosperous reigne in felicitie longe to continue. 

"Endorsed. 

" Your Grace's humble PeticSner, James Butler, for the fee farme of 
the possessions of the late Abby of Duiske of the yerely rent of xxv" Irishe 
wherof her Ma" granted him a lease in A" 3"° of her reigne, w ,h the re- 
vercon % rente of thabby of Fertnegeragh, being about xij" xiij 8 iij a by 
yere ; and also of the revercon of the village of Shanevanister, being xx' 
by yere." 

In this letter Mr. Butler puts the grounds of his peti- 
tion on the fact of the proximity of his lands to the Irish 
enemy, and states that, therefore, he was burdened with 
great expenses for the protection of the same ; but, afraid 
that he would not succeed with the Government, although 
his family were greatly favoured by the Queen, he con- 
trived to have his suit strengthened by a letter from the 
Deputy, Sir Henry Sidney, to the Lords of the English 
Privy Council. As this letter is also very characteristic 
of the age, we insert a copy taken in the Public Record 
Office, London: — 

" State Papees, Ireland, Elizabeth, vol. xviii. 

" Myne humble dutie to yo r most Honorable Lordeshipe remembrid, I 
understande by Maister James Butler, brother to the Erie of Ormonde, 
that he hath sent this bearer, his s/unte, to become an humble suter for 
him to the Queenes most excellent Majestye to atteine at her hand the 
late Abbey of Duiske in the Countie of Kylkennye, w th the lande 1 appur- 
tennces thereunto belonging (nowe in his possession, eyther by purchase 
or ells in fee ferme), Who havinge suche chardge of government under 
the said Erie his brother, now being absent, as he cannot make his repaire 
thither himself, hath ernestlie requested me to wryte to yo r Ll in his be- 
half and comendactra. Porasmuche as during my tyme of Government 
here (yea, and all tymes before, as I am credablie enformid), he hath been 
(and yet contynueth) of suche good conversacon % behavio' towarde all her 
Hignes subjectes, and alwaies preist % reydie to doe any thing whereunto 
he hath ben callid as can possyblie remayne in a man, I am, therefore, the 
bolder to become an ernest suter (in his behalfe), to yo r Ll for the prefer- 
ment of his said sute to her Ma ,y " : who is verie willing (as he hath aire- 
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dye begonne) to leade a cyvill lief as one, in all point % to the uttermost he 
can, reydie to further her Hignes sJvice. The thing he desyreth (in myne 
opynion) is more fy tte for him then for any other ; for, as I am enformid, 
he is possessid of divers percelle thereof by lease for many yeres yet to 
come, Whereof as fourtie yere are the most of some pcell of the same, so 
are eightene yere the least of the rest. And so referring his said sute to 
yo r LI most Honorable % grave wysedomes to be considerid accordinglie, I 
humblie take my leave. From Maryverton, the last of Julie, 1566. 

" Yo r Lt most humble, 

"H. Sidney. 

Endorsed. 

" To the Right Honorable my verie good Lords, the Lords of the 
Queenes Ma ts most Honorable Pryvie Counsell. 

" Ult°- Julij, 1566. L. Deputy of Ireland to the Counsell for Mr. 
James Butler for the Abby of Duiske, in the Cofity of Kilkenny, w ,h the 
lande t. apptenfiee thereto belonging. 

" The Grange of Dusklette by thabbott in the yere 1525, for lxi yeres, 
xx" rent, with besides certen pvisions for xvi psons t so about xviii yeres 
to come. The village of Anemolt, t the Grange Huleham, in the yere 1 535, 
letten to farme for lxi yeres. The yerely rent of Hanemolt viij". The 
rent of Huleham vj" by yere, and so about xxviij yeres to come." 

The Queen, in reply to the suit of Mr. Butler, gave in- 
structions to the Deputy and Lord Chancellor to pass Let- 
ters Patent to James Butler for the Abbey of Duiske, and 
all lands and possessions thereunto belonging, with the re- 
versions and rents of the Priory of Fertnegerah, and the 
townland called Shanavanister. Before these letters could 
be carried into effect, the aforesaid James Butler died, and 
in the following year, August 10, 1567, the Queen wrote 
again to Sir Henry Sidney and the Lord Chancellor la- 
menting the death of James Butler, and directing Letters 
Patent of the premises already mentioned to be passed to 
his son James Butler, Jun. 

Of the buildings or fortifications referred to in the pe- 
tition to the Queen there is at present no trace. James 
Butler, Sen., was married, according to Carte, in his In- 
troduction to the " Life of the Duke of Ormonde," p. 52, to 
Margaret, daughter of James Tobin, of the Comcy, and, 
dying at Kilkenny, was buried there, leaving an only son ; 
James, to whom the grant in fee-farm was made, and who 
was the third possessor of Duiske Abbey. 

James Butler, Jun., dying without issue, the Abbey 
and lands reverted to his father's eldest brother. This was 
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Thomas " Duff," tenth Earl of Ormonde, who thus became 
the next owner of Duiske. 

The tenth Earl had two legitimate children, a son and 
daughter. The son dying in his youth, the father had then 
but one legitimate child, his daughter Elizabeth, who, by 
the command of King James I., was married to Richard 
Preston, the newly created Earl of Desmond. Sir Walter 
Butler, son of Sir John of Kilcash, the second brother of 
the Earl, succeeded to the title and honours, as the Earl's 
first brother, Sir Edmond of the Dullough, and his sons were 
dead. This Sir Walter was the eleventh earl, and it was 
not till the time of his grandson, the twelfth Earl and first 
Duke, that the title and entire estates, separated as they were 
in the time of Earl Walter, were again joined. The twelfth 
Earl succeeded his grandfather in the honours, and by his 
marriage with the daughter of Elizabeth Preston re-united 
the title and ancient patrimony of the house of Ormonde. 

But though Earl Thomas had but one legitimate daugh- 
ter who inherited the family property, he had two illegiti- 
mate sons, Piers and John Butler. As we have already 
seen, he succeeded to the property of his nephew James 
Butler, Jun. ; and as this property did not regularly be- 
long to the house of Ormonde, or go with the title, he 
thought fit to bestow it on the elder of these two sons, Piers 
Fitz Thomas Butler. Accordingly, when Piers attained his 
majority, which was in the year 1597, his father executed 
a deed of conveyance to him, by which he gave him Duiske 
Abbey and all its lands and possessions. This statement 
is made by Sir Bernard Burke, in his account of the Gal- 
moy Peerage, 1837. 

This Piers Fitz Thomas was the first Butler who resided 
in the Abbey, building a house for himself, as tradition 
states, in the nave, and was therefore commonly known as 
" Mr. Piers Butler of the Abbey." He had another resi- 
dence in the county at Lowgrange, which was part of the 
Duiske property. He was the immediate ancestor of the 
Galmoy family, as his elder son, Edward Butler, was raised 
to that dignity. 

Mr. Piers Butler of the Abbey married Margaret Flem- 
ing, a daughter of Thomas Lord Slane, and, like his father- 
in-law, was very zealous in the Roman Catholic cause. 
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When Dr. Hurly, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ca- 
shel, came to Ireland from Rome he lodged in the castle of 
Lord Slane, and when he went into Munster he was accom- 
panied by Mr. Piers Butler. From Hamilton's " Calendar" 
of the State Papers, p. 472, it would appear that this hap- 
pened about 1583, though in all probability it was at a later 
period. The Lords Justices Avrote to Robert Beale, Esq., 
who supplied the place of Her Majesty's Chief Secretary, an- 
nouncing the arrival of Dr. Hurly, his being entertained 
in the house of the Baron of Slane, and his departure from 
the Pale into Munster accompanied by Mr. Piers Butler, 
base son to the Earl of Ormonde. 

Mr. Butler died before his father in 1601, leaving two 
sons, Sir Edward Butler, Knight, of Duiske, and SirRichard, 
of Knocktopher, whose son, Colonel Thomas Butler, was 
engaged in the wars of 1641. Sir Edward Butler succeeded 
to his father's property, Duiske Abbey and its lands. He 
married Anne Butler, daughter of the second Lord Mount- 
garrett, and by her had several children, the eldest of whom 
was Piers Butler, who lived at Barrowmount, and who, en- 
gaging in the English Civil War on the King's side, was 
slain at Worcester in 1650, by Captain William Bolton ; 
and this, it is said, after quarter had been given. 

The lands and possessions of Duiske, with divers other 
lands in the counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, and Wexford, 
were united and regranted to Sir Edward Butler by the 
King, 2nd April, 1618, and were erected into the manor of 
Graige-Duiske, all manorial rights being vested in Sir Ed- 
ward, with power to hold a Thursday market and two fairs 
on the feasts of St. Barnabas, and Saints Simon and Jude. 
By Privy Seal dated at Oxford, 1645, and by Patent, 16 
May, 1646, he was raised to the dignity of Viscount Gal- 
moy and Baron of Lowgrange, Barrowmount and Ballio- 
gan. 

His tomb, and that of the Lady Anne, his wife, still 
exists, and has been inserted, in order to preserve it, in the 
wall of the vestry attached to the Abbey church. It has 
been well described, and the inscription on it faithfully 
translated by Mr. Wilson, in the "Journal" of the Society, 
vol. iv., New Series, p. 384. Allusion is made in the in- 
scription, not only to the private virtues of Lord Galmoy, 
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but also to his public character. It is said " that he was 
conspicuous in the State, in which he well and frequently 
filled public offices." When the troubles broke out in 1641, 
Sir Edward Butler (he was not then Lord Galmoy), in ac- 
cordance with his religion, took the Roman Catholic side. 
At the first outbreak, and during the war, he acted with 
great moderation. Of those who met with death suddenly 
and violently in Duiske or Graiguenamanna, none fell by 
the hands of Sir Edward or his dependants. Temple, in his 
history of the Irish Rebellion, states that the perpetrators 
were from the county of Carlow, and he gives their names 
and places of residence, and those who were put to death in 
Gowran and Wells were executed by James Butler of Tin- 
nyhinch Castle, and his party, and not by Sir Edward 
Butler. As a proof that he did not make himself remark- 
able in the outburst of the Civil War, we may refer to the 
fact, that he was not included in the outlawries of 1642, 
like Mountgarrett and Ikerrin. His being passed over 
may be ascribed to the influence of his relation, the Mar- 
quis of Ormonde, but were Sir Edward very violent or no- 
torious, even the influence of Lord Ormonde could not ex- 
empt him. 

In 1646, Sir Edward Butler, as we have already re- 
marked, was raised to the rank of Viscount. Accordingly, 
in the same year he took his seat among the Peers in the 
Confederation of Kilkenny, his son, Piers of Barrowmount, 
sitting among the Commons. His elevation to the Peerage 
maybe fairly set down as a device of Ormonde's to increase 
the king's party in the Confederation. To whatever cause 
it was owing, Lord Galmoy was a thorough Ormondist. 
When the Confederates entered into " the Peace" with the 
king, Lord Galmoy continually opposed the violation of it. 
In truth, most of the Catholics of English descent in the 
Confederation, those of the Pale, were for the maintenance 
of " the Peace," and opposed the views of the Nuncio and 
his party. Lord Galmoy acted like his neighbour, Colonel 
Walter Bagnall, of Idrone, who was a great supporter of 
" the Peace." These gentlemen, with thousands of others, 
lost their properties by the victories of Cromwell and the 
triumph of the Parliamentarian party. It is to be observed 
that Mountgarret and Ormonde were specially mentioned 
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by Cromwell, in 1652, as objects of vengeance. They were 
not to be spared either as to life or property. Ikerrin was 
to be transplanted into Connaught, and a striking account 
of his miserable condition is given in the "Oomwellian Set- 
tlement" by Mr. Prendergast. Probably in the adverse 
turn of the war in 1649, or 1650, Lord Galmoy emigrated, 
and followed the king beyond the seas. His death took 
place in 1653, and his policy, and that of Bagnall and 
many others, turned out favourably for their families, as 
Charles II., when restoring, by the Act of Settlement in 
1662, one-third of the forfeited property, gave Idrone to 
Colonel Dudley Bagnall, and Duiske Abbey and its lands 
to the second Viscount Galmoy. The consideration alleged, 
in the clause of the Act of Settlement which restored these 
properties, was that of Royal gratitude for services done 
beyond the seas. 

There is still existing in the parish of Graignamanna 
an evidence of the piety of the Lady Anne Butler, wife of 
the first Lord Galmoy. She presented to the parish chapel 
a silver chalice, costly, and, for the time, of exquisite work- 
manship. This chalice is still preserved, and is still in 
use. Her name, with the date of the presentation, is in- 
scribed. At that time she was not Lady Galmoy, but the 
wife of Sir Edward Butler, Bart. The inscription is in 
Latin, and runs thus 1 : — 

* NobS"* Domina D* Arma Butler Hunc Calicem 
Parochiae de Graige reliquit 1636.* 

Underneath are the following words : — 
Orate pro ea et posteris ejus. 

There is also in existence here at one of the entrance 
doors of the chapel another evidence of the piety of Lady 
Galmoy. This consists in the remains of a monumental 
cross which the filial piety of the lady raised to the memory 
of her father, Edmund, the second Lord Mountgarrett. All 
that now exists of this votive cross is the battered square 
plinth — the cross itself having been long since detached and 

_ i The inscription and date on this an- to the writer hy the Rev. D. Flanagan, 
cient chalice have heen kindly supplied the parish priest of Graigue. 
3rd ser., vol. i. L 
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lost. On one of the sides of the plinth is sculptured the arms 
borne by Thomas tenth Earl of Ormonde, without any dif- 
ference for the Galmoy branch. The plinth has a broad 
bevel at top, sloping in to the foot of the shaft of the cross, 
and on three sides of this bevel is cut in raised Roman 
capitals, the following inscription : — 



1st side. 


2nd side. 


3rd sid 


0. 


. . . . DOMINA 


. ILIA EDMYNDI 






SSi BVT1ERA 


B TITLE BI DOMINI 


IN A. D. 


16 . 




TICECOHITIS MOVNTGAR 


BET 





which may read thus : — . . . . domina anna butlera filia 

EDMVNDI BUTLERI VICECOMITIS MOVNTGARRET IN A.D. l6. . 

The eldest son of Lord Galmoy was Piers Butler of 
Barrowmount, who died in 1650, before his father, having 
fallen in the royal cause at Worcester. He had married 
Margaret, daughter of Lord Netterville, in 1626, and left 
many children, of whom the eldest was Edward, who suc- 
ceeded his grandfather as second Viscount in 1653. The 
property being restored to him by the Act of Settlement 
in 1662, he did not hold it for any long period, as he died 
in 1667. 

By his wife, Lady Aston, daughter of Sir Nicholas White, 
of Leixlip, he left two sons, Piers and Richard. Piers suc- 
ceeded him in the title, and was the third Viscount, and the 
last Butler who possessed Duiske Abbey. His brother, 
the Hon. Richard Butler, was an officer of the Body Guard 
of King James, and the Viscount himself was a resolute 
supporter of the ill-fated monarch. He raised on his own 
property a regiment of horse for the king. It was known 
on the Muster Roll as " Galmoy's Horse," which name it did 
not lose till 1715, when it was incorporated in France into 
Dillon's regiment. 

Piers, Lord Galmoy, the Colonel of this regiment, was 
in high favour with his royal master, and continued so till 
his death. In 1686, he was made a member of the Privy 
Council, and in the following year he and many members 
of his family were made burgesses under the new charters 
conferred on the towns in his neighbourhood. In that of 
Old Leighlin, for instance, he is the first on the list of new 
burgesses. In the Parliament of King James, held at Dub- 
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lin, 1689, Lord Galmoy took his seat in the Upper House 
as Viscount. All the Butlers who were ennobled in Ire- 
land sat with him, except the second Duke of Ormond, who 
deserted King James. Besides Galmoy there were Mount- 
garrett, Ikerrin, Dunboyne, and Cahir, and all were re- 
stored at one period or another, Galmoy alone excepted. 

In 1688, he took an early and active part in the war. 
Advancing to Belturbet, he endeavoured to take the Castle 
of Crom, but was unsuccessful, as succours were thrown into 
it by the Enniskilleners, who raised the siege. His regi- 
ment was one of those which beleaguered Derry in vain. 
From the Memorandum Book of Captain George Gafney, 
of Bagnall's Regiment (printed in our Second Series), we 
find the exact position of Galmoy's Horse a few nights be- 
fore the battle of the Boyne. In the encampment at Cooks- 
town, near Ardee, 28 June, 1690, he states that it was on 
the right line between the French regiments, who had been 
exchanged for Irish, and Maxwell's regiment of dragoons. 
Lord Galmoy, with the natural courage of his house, fought 
bravely on the 1st of July, at the head of his regiment, and 
did not fly with the king, as has been often stated. On 
the contrary, he continued in the campaign, and was 
wounded at Aughrim, where he was taken prisoner. Be- 
ing shortly afterwards exchanged, he was one of the Com- 
missioners on the Irish side who signed the Treaty of Li- 
merick, and was included in the Articles, notwithstanding 
the outlawry of King William against him this year. 

Graham's "Derriana," cited in D' Alton's " Army List," 
states that, in October 1692, Lord Galmoy presented him- 
self to King William's Parliament in Dublin, and asked 
leave to take his seat. He thereupon took the oath of al- 
legiance to King William, but being asked to take the oath 
of supremacy, he refused, saying that it was not agreeable 
to his conscience, and was therefore excluded. A priori 
considered, this statement that he took the oath of alle- 
giance to King William is exceedingly improbable. Fore- 
seeing many difficulties in his path, he determined to leave 
the kingdom and follow King James, leaving behind him 
his vast estates in Kilkenny and Wexford. In 1697, in 
consequence of his desertion of the kingdom, and of his 
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joining King James in France, a bill of attainder was passed 
in Parliament against him and his family, which attainder 
has never since been reversed. 

As a reward for his great devotion, the exiled king con- 
ferred on him the title of Earl of Newcastle. Judged by a 
selfish standard, this would be a poor recompense for his 
broad acres in Kilkenny and Wexford ; but the Viscount 
was disinterested in his character, was eminently loyal and 
devoted to his prince, and was prepared to suffer much for 
the cause which he deemed right. He did not, however, 
remain an idle courtier about St. Germains. Unlike others 
who were waiting for the favourable turn of politics, which 
never came, and who were vainly expecting that the Jaco- 
bites and the discontented Irish would bring about another 
restoration, he took active service in the cause of France, 
and was made Lieutenant-General in the armies of the 
Most Christian King. 

His regiment, which was recruited from amongst the 
" Wild Geese," 1 lost its distinctive character in 1715, having 
been incorporated into Dillon's, and he himself died with- 
out issue male in 1740, the last of the Butlers who pos- 
sessed Duiske Abbey, and before the last hopes of the Stuart 
cause were finally extinguished. 

Duiske Abbey and a considerable portion of the Kil- 
kenny property were sold in the Court of Claims, in Chi- 
chester House, in 1703, and were purchased by James 
Agar, Esq., of Gowran, the ancestor of the present noble 
family of Clifden, in whose possession the abbey and lands 
continue. The details of the purchases are given in the 
sales of the forfeited estates. 

1 The Irish noblemen and gentlemen in tenants and dependants. These were 

the service of Spain and France, whose smuggled across to the Continent, and 

property had been forfeited for their were metaphorically termed " Wild 

loyalty to James II., organised a regular Geese," as being birds of passage, 
recruiting system amongst their former 



